
Dear Pennsylvania Poets, 
  
At our May 1st biannual meeting held in 
Hershey, our members approved the revi-
sions to our Constitution and Bylaws after 
the correct paragraph draft in Article VIII 
of the Bylaws was substituted for the in-
correct paragraph in the published 
text.  Thus these changes in our governing 
documents became effective on May 1st.  
  
As we had planned and at the meeting 
announced we would do, we sought legal 
review of these approved 
changes.  Offering his help was Floyd 
(Michaud) L. Lamrouex, the NFSPS Legal 
Counsel, a business entities attorney who 
creates and helps business owners oper-
ate their corporations, non-profit corpora-
tions, limited liability companies (LLCs), 
and partnerships, and who obtains 501(c)
(3) IRS tax exempt status for charities and 
other non-profit organizations.   
 
Mr. Lamrouex has reviewed our approved 
revisions and finds them not unreason-
able and, therefore, perfectly legal for a 
501(c)(3) organization.  He has offered to 
emend (a new word for me, meaning sim-
ply to make corrections to) our Constitu-
tion and Bylaws so that we can publish 
them and any other proposed changes in 
our summer newsletter.  For example, he 
noted that we had referenced the Bylaws 
in our Constitution when the Constitution 
is the primary immutable document to be 
referenced.  We have accepted Mr. Lam-
brouex’s generous offer. 
  
 
 

Our ongoing work on our Constitution and 
Bylaws has not gone unnoticed by others. I 
received a letter addressed to all state so-
ciety presidents from Amy Jo Zook, Special 
Awards Chair for NFSPS.  In it she writes, 
“This year’s special awards will be given to 
the states who are running their organiza-
tions with ‘Order and Method,’ to quote 
Hercule Poirot in one of his favorite 
ideas.”  Amy goes on to say, “The sort of 
thing I have in mind to reward is, for exam-
ple, Pennsylvania’s current reworking of its 
bylaws to bring them into sync with its op-
erating methods.”  We appreciate the sup-
port of NFSPS in our work.  Thank you to all 
who have been a part of this labor for our 
organization. 
  
Also at our May 1st meeting, Marilyn Down-
ing, Chair of the Nominating Committee, 
announced the election slate for the fall 
meeting.  Sandra Kolinofsky  and Anthony 
Gulatta also served on this commit-
tee.  Here are the endorsed candidates: 
Richard Lake, President; Lynn Fetterolf, 
Vice President; Ann Gasser, Recording Sec-
retary; Janet Manwaring, Corresponding 
Secretary; Ann Copeland, Treasurer.   
  
Richard Lake has been active in PPS in a 
variety of positions since his retirement in 
1993 as a bureau head for the Common-
wealth, a position which required his lead-
ing 200 employees in the Audit Sec-
tor.  Richard brings to our organization a 
much-valued sense of humor which is seen  
in his interpersonal interactions as well as 
in his prize-winning poetry.  We look for-
ward to his leadership. 
  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Dana Sonnenschein will be giving a workshop on writing about animals 
at the October 9 Meeting at Allenberry.  We present a bit of her poetry 
and a biography to introduce you to her and her fine poetry. 
 
Dana Sonnenschein is a full professor at Southern Connecticut State 
University, where she has been teaching literature and writing since 
1994.  Her most recent collection, Bear Country, won the 2008 Na-
tional Federation of State Poetry Societies Stevens Manuscript compe-
tition and was published in July 2009.  Her previous works include an-
other book, Natural Forms (Word Press, 2006) and two chapbooks, 
Corvus (winner of the Quentin R. Howard Prize, Wind, 2003) and No 
Angels But These (Main Street Rag, 2005).  Her poetry has appeared 
recently in Feminist Studies, Epoch, Lumberyard, and Silk Road.  As a 
visual and verbal artist, she is inspired by nature and particularly by 
animals, from the black bears and bobcats where she and her husband 
camp in the Adirondacks to the deer in her garden and the cats who 
stretch in between her and the computer screen. 

Bear Country 
 
You were there, you remember 
the toothmarks in the corner, 
my father says.  A grizzly grabs 
the stiff, gray-green canvas, 
shaking its head and tugging, 
and the tent jerks, and stakes pull 
loose—the past in the teeth 
of a story told differently. 
It was after bedtime and much 
too dark for me to see. 
 
Now trailhead and picnic tables 
are marked with warnings, 
paw tracks.  My father leans back, 
chews his lip, hands in his pockets. 
At 73, he’s as slim and earnest 
as a boy, and I can tell he’d like 
for us to get back in his truck. 
If we just keep talking, 
The bears will hear us coming, 
I say.  Let’s hike to the lake. 
 
So he recalls a shaggy Kodiak 
we saw in a museum, Eleven feet tall,  
standing, that brown bear, looking 
out over our heads, stuffed but so 
lifelike the blue horizon receded 
to Alaska.  Later I read about campers 
killed on the north slope, the bear 
staring down a passing canoe 
from beside a heap of tent poles, 
bones, tinned food, an unfired gun. 
 
And I think of my father, peering 
up the slopes, down the trail.  Maybe 
imagining us gasping like fish 
or gutted below the pines, while 
I was whistling in the shade—for birds, 
who’ll come because they’re curious. 
He didn’t see the tanager flashing 
ahead or singing from a branch, 
yellow body rising like a flame, 
trembling throat splashed red. 

D a n a  S o n n e n s c h e i n  

P a g e  2  T h e  S y l v a n  

On Seeing Bears 
 
 

    Hole or shape, an overgrown shadow, 
         the common bear-dog ancestor is what the eye sees  

first, and only by exercise of logic do we arrive at what must be:  
        not shaggy pine stump, lightning coal-heap, hump of peat, black  
  frost heave, this rough memory pausing between spring and witch hazel,  
nosing around trash cans downstairs, rising like something dead and  
buried.  When we look back, we never know what might be gaining  

    on us. In words                       and the waste     
        places where     we dwell, 
          black bear,     look out, 
         look out                for us. 

 



By: Carolyn Williams 
 
Chocolate Poems 
  
Thinking velvet on the tongue, 
I vowed I’d taste only one. 
Yet once the wrapper was off, 
the scent did my willpower overcome. 
  
Set aside for later use, 
neat squares did coalesce. 
Cleansing the palate  
There’s no success. 
  
The mixer’s beaters got in a tangle. 
The batter flew when they got mangled. 
Globs hit the cabinet door and knob bangle.  
More spots fell on counter top because of the angle. 
  
Its effect on me  
is as perverse as can be. 
Scanning photos of mellifluous confections I see 
dog-eared pages mark the desserts with a history. 
  
Warm pudding on a cold winter’s eve, 
chips in cookies baked off before family takes leave, 
garnish in gourmet café’s cheesecake  playing songs sung by Edi and    
      Steve. 
So loved that soufle Julia Child baked on tv! 
  
Pure water’s the trick 
to unfasten its grip. 
For chocolate will stick. 
Your hips will get thick. 
  
On the treadmill pound,  
reach for some fruit that’s round. 
Put the chocolate treat away.  
Eat on a special day, not everyday. 
  
Whether Hershey’s, Wilbur’s, Ghirandeli’s, Godiva’s, 
there’s a wide selection to enjoy with java. 
Mocha, Swiss, Dark, or Light, 
Few would decline even at night. 
  
“Life is like a box of chocolates.” 
is a line about life’s choices, 
allowing movie-goers to ponder while sitting on their rump 
to see and feel more deeply about a peculiar character named Forrest 
      Gump. 

Nominating Committee:   
         Chair, Marilyn Downing 
         Anthony Gulatta 
         Sandra Kolinofski 
  
Slate:   
         Richard Lake, President 
         Lynn Fetterolf, Vice President 
         Ann Gasser, Recording Secretary 
         Janet Manwaring, Corresponding Secretary 
         Ann Copeland, Treasurer 
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Several years ago Lynn Fetterolf’s poem, 
“Angel of Mercy,” was selected by the Na-
tional Marine Corps League Auxiliary to rep-
resent their Little Angel Program.  It is in-
cluded with each bracelet purchased as a 
fund raiser for underprivileged babies.  A 
song she wrote, “God's Waterfall,” was re-
cently performed by the congregation in her 
church.  
 
President DeAnna Spurlock has served as a 
judge in the past three NFSPS National Po-
etry Contests. 
 
Steven Concert was awarded a First Honor-
able Mention in Category #30 of the Utah 
State Poetry Society's 2010 Poetry contest; 
and was the featured poet on May 13 for 
Berks County's local television program, 
“Poets Pause.” 

Ann Gasser,  Anthony Gulotta, and Susanna 
Roma won numerous prizes in the Massachu-
setts Poetry Day Contest. 
 
Ann Gasser recently judged a chapbook contest 
for Alabama and served as a judge for Arizona 
and Utah. 

M e m b e r  
N e w s  



 
Special thanks go to Nancy Kline and her team for their work in orga-
nizing this special day and in Nancy’s finding Deb Ritter to lead a work-
shop thoroughly enjoyed by all participants.  Deb read some of the 
poignant "I am from..." poems written by her students at Nitschmann 
Middle School in Bethlehem, PA.  PPS members in attendance found 
the “I am from…” frame to be an inspiring "springboard" for them,  too, 
as they dived into pools of memory to answer the prompt, "I am 
from...." and wrote a poem. 
  
Members also enjoyed hearing the many fine 2010 Prize winning po-
ems read by winners in attendance as well as Carolyn Williams’ prize 
winning chocolate poem found on page 3 of this newsletter.  Carolyn 
took home the largest Hershey milk chocolate bar in the world—5 
pounds—as her prize. 
  
Finally, Prize Poems has been published and is ready to mail.  Special 
thanks go to Lynn Fetterolf, Ann Gasser, Marilyn Downing, Jenny Elli-
ott, Janet Manwaring, all the patrons supporting publication through 
donations and to all the judges who helped with our 2010 contest. 
  
We look forward to seeing all of you on October 9 at our fall meeting at 
Allenberry in Boiling Springs. 
  
With warmest regards, 
  
DeAnna Spurlock 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Illinois’ annual contest categories include free verse, formal verse, a poem related to a family tradition, old or new. Prizes: 
$50, $30, $10, 3 HMs. The entry fee is $6 for up to three poems, $1 each additional poem. Members ISPS, $3 up to 5 po-
ems, $1 each additional poem. Deadline Sept 18, 2010. Find the rest of the details at: http://www.illinoispoets.org/
contest.htm 
 
Missouri’s Summer contest entries should be postmarked by September 1, 2010.  Categories are Rhymed verse or blank 
verse (unrhymed iambic pentameter), any subject, serious or humorous; Free verse, any subject, serious or humorous; Hu-
morous verse, any subject; Any form, summer subject, serious or humorous.  The fees: Non-members pay $1.00 per entry. 
Members pay $1.00 for two entries. Prizes are $25, $15, $10, and three honorable mentions in each category.  Mailing ad-
dresses and more information available at http://www.nfsps.com/mo/summer.htm. 

Poet’s Roundtable of Arkansas sponsors 2009-2010 Roundtable Monthly Contests 
Contest Rules: Poems may be sent September through May, postmarked by the second Saturday of the month.  For mailing 
information, categories, prize amounts and this month’s subject, visit http://www.poetsroundtable.com/contests_new.htm. 
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S t a t e  C o n t e s t s  

Go to http://alabamapoets.org to learn how to 
join Alabama Poets and enter their annual con-
test with a deadline of August 14, 2010. 
 
 The Georgia Poetry Society conducts contests in 
the fall of each year, with an October 15 post-
mark deadline for all entries. In addition to earn-
ing cash prizes, the top three poems in each con-
test may be published in The Reach of Song, the 
annual GPS poetry anthology.  GPS Life Mem-
bers: No fee; GPS members: $ 2 per poem; Non-
members: $ 3 per poem. Additional information 
and contests at http://georgiapoetrysociety.org/
contests 
 
 
For Minnesota’s annual contest guidelines, visit 
http://www.mnpoets.org/cont.php 
 
For Arizona’s annual contests and guidelines, 
visit http://www.azpoetry.org/
annualcontest.html 
 
For contests out of Iowa, visit 
www.iowapoetry.org 
 
For the Poetry Society of Texas’ monthly con-
tests, visit  http://www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org 

S t a t e  C o n t e s t s  



Category #1 Grand Prize 87 entries 
Judge: Dana Sonnenschein, Bethany, CT 
1st Prize: Joseph L.Witten, Odenville, AL “Fire and Ice” 
2nd Prize: Marie-Louse Meyers, Oxford, PA “The Priest Release” 
1st HM: Becky Alexander, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA 
“Sideshow” 
2nd HM: Shirley S. Stevens, Pittsburgh, PA “Tribute to Lady Mu-
rasaki” 
3rd HM: Lynn Veach Sadler, Sanford, NC “Rairoad Man” 
1st Citation: Doris DiSavino, Lancaster, PA “To My Nephew On the 
Death....” 
2nd Citation: Catherine Moran, Little Rock, AR “Asking The Ques-
tions” 
No 3rd Citation 
 
Category #2 Jack Gillespie Memorial Award 32 entries 
Judge: Phillip Billings, Annville PA 
1st Prize: Catherine Moran, Little Rock, AR “Cat In The Tree” 
2nd Prize: Lucille Morgan Wilson, DesMoines, IA “In Survival 
Mode” 
1st HM: Becky Alexander, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA “The Book 
Man” 
2nd HM: Jim Barton, Huttig, AR “Love and the Curvature of the 
Earth” 
3rd HM: Dr. M.P.A. Sheaffer, New York, NY “Weiss-Blau” 
1st Citation: Ann Gasser, West Reading, PA “Fate of A First Love” 
2nd Citation: Ray Fulmer, Quakertown, PA “ Cinderella Winked” 
3rd Citation: Larry Turner, Fredericksburg, VA ”Morning At the Twi-
lite Motel” 
 
Category #3 H. Edward Canon Memorial Award 27 entries 
Judge: Carole Somerville, Woodridge, VA 
1st Prize: Debberae Streett, Stewartstown, PA “Symphony” 
2nd Prize: Dennis R. Patton, Alexander, AR “Featherly Advice” 
1st HM: Ray Fulmer, Quakertown, PA “Eighteen Wheels and a 
Dozen Roses” 
2nd HM: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “The Violin” 
3rd HM: Doris DiSavino, Lancaster, PA “The Flute Player” 
1st Citation: Glenna Glee, Anderson, IN “God’s Gift” 
2nd Citation: Marie-Louse Meyers, Oxford, PA “Plain Song From A 
Lady In 
Waiting” 
3rd Citation: Larry Turner, Fredericksburg, VA ”Musical Accompi-
anment for 
An Impending Divorce” 
 
Category #4 Janes D. Caparosa Memorial Award 30 entries 
Judge: Shaun Koont, Brooklyn, NY 
1st Prize: Anne Pierre Spangler, Lebanon, PA “ The Herald” 
2nd Prize: Lee Pelham Cotton, Locust Hill, VA “The Secret Shining 
Heart” 
1st HM: Mark Starkweather, Gettysburg, PA “Supporting Stone” 
2nd HM: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “Cemetery” 
3rd HM: Dr. M.P.A. Sheaffer, New York, NY “Yet” 
1st Citation: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “Stones” 
2nd Citation: Richard Lake, New Cumberland, PA “Winter Solstice 
Soup” 
3rd Citation: Carla Christopher, York, PA “Genealogy” 
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Category #5 Carlisle Poets’ Workshop Award 40 entries 
Judge: Nancy Baass, Victoria, TX 
1st Prize: Jim Barton, Huttig, AR “Night Watchman” 
2nd Prize: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “Accidental Art” 
1st HM: Janet Lohr, New Oxford, PA “When Lilacs Bloom” 
2nd HM: Lucille Morgan Wilson, DesMoines, IA “Cheap Crystal” 
3rd HM: Isobel H. Beaston, Media, PA “Vernal Equinox” 
1st Citation: Marilyn Downing, Hershey, PA “Dinner Party of 
Three” 
2nd Citation: Lynn Fetterolf, York, PA “Hankies” 
3rd Citation: Ray Fulmer, Quakertown, PA “In Defense of Pars-
ley” 
 
Category #6 Marjorie Thompson Cheney Memorial Award 30 
entries 
Judge: Mildred Vorpahl Baass, Victoria, TX 
1st Prize: Mary Mullen, Reading, MA “Sunset and Evening Star” 
2nd Prize: Caroline Walton, Crystal River, FL “Sunshine and 
Storm Clouds” 
1st HM: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “Home Place” 
2nd HM: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “Each Spring” 
3rd HM: Susanna Roma, Birdsboro, PA “Behold the Iris” 
1st Citation: Lynn Fetterolf, York, PA “Sonnet To June Twenty-
One” 
2nd Citation: Richard T. Lake, New Cumberland, PA “She’s 
Something Else” 
3rd Citation: Joseph L.Witten, Odenville, AL “Grief On Grief” 
 
Category #7 Mariah Quant Memorial Award 35 entries 
Judge: Jim Bush, Ripley, WV 
1st Prize: Ann Gasser, West Reading, PA “Autumn In Emily’s 
Amherst” 
2nd Prize: Becky Alexander, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA “The 
Hounds of Hell” 
1st HM: Inge Logenburg Kyler, Eaton Rapids, MI “Ode to the 
Bobolink” 
2nd HM: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “In Praise of Iris” 
3rd HM: Dennis R. Patton, Alexander, AR “The Babies Never 
Knew” 
1st Citation: Roberta Anna Heydenberk, Richlandtown, PA 
“Dawn Breaks” 
2nd Citation: Carla Christopher, York, PA “Winter Lullaby” 
3rd Citation: Anthony F. Gulotta, Phoenixville, PA “A Walk In The 
Woods” 
 
Category #8 Gwen Darling Glassberg Memorial Award 30 en-
tries 
Judge: Billy Pennington, Moore, OK 
1st Prize: Catherine Moran, Little Rock, AR “Beneath the Lay-
ers” 
2nd Prize: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “Playing Dress-Up 1946” 
1st HM: Becky Alexander, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA “True 
Poems Flee” 
2nd HM: Marilyn Downing, Hershey, PA “Ellis Island Lullaby” 
3rd HM: Isobel H. Beaston, Media, PA “9/11/1777” 
1st Citation: Vera Ogden Bakker, West Bountiful, UT “Lake Af-
ternoon” 
2nd Citation: Ray Fulmer, Quakertown, PA “They Come” 
3rd Citation: Ann Gasser, West Reading, PA “2:30 A.M.—for Pe-
ter” 
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Category #9 Haiku, Senryu, Tanka Award 38 entries 
Judge: Jeffrey Mock, New Haven, CT 
1st Prize: Dennis R. Patton, Alexander, AR “haiku” 
2nd Prize: Lynn Fetterolf, York, PA “skid tracks zig zag” 
1st HM: Nancy Kotkin, Secane, PA “barking up a storm” 
2nd HM: Jim Barton, Huttig, AR “one crow flies alone” 
3rd HM: Lucille M. Wilson, DesMoines, IA “outside the window” 
1st Citation: Becky Alexander, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA 
“shortcut home from work” 
2nd Citation: Doris DiSavino, Lancaster, PA “Sakura kana' 
3rd Citation: Sarah Gipson, North Little Rock,. AR “hiaku” 
 
Category #10 The Limerick Award 31 entries 
Judge: Jeremy Downes, Auburn, AL 
1st Prize: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “Buoyancy” 
2nd Prize: Carol Dee Meeks, Tulsa, OK 
“A limerick flows like a stream” 
1st HM: Ann Gasser, West Reading, PA 
“After Watching The Latest Game Shows” 
2nd HM: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “Sold” 
3d HM: Doris DiSavino, Lancaster, PA “Georgina Christina Ro-
setti” 
1st Citation: J. Paul Holcomb, Double Oak, TX “Tolerance” 
2nd Citation: Vera Ogden Bakker, West Bountiful, UT 
“He Who Crows Loudest” 
3rd Citation: Richard T. Lake, New Cumberland, PA “Out Dueled” 
 
Category #11 Selina Cox Eshlemen Memorial Award 31 entries 
Judge: Amy Jo Zook, Mechanicsburg, OH 
1st Prize: Dennis R. Patton, Alexander, AR 
“The Goose Stuffing Glaze of Bertha Hayes” 
2nd Prize: Larry Turner, Fredericksburg, VA ”Punctuality” 
1st HM: Shirley S. Stevens, Pottsburgh, PA “Yogatta Be Kitten” 
2nd HM: Richard T. Lake, New Cumberland, PA “The Bully Girl” 
3rd HM: Joseph L.Witten, Odenville, AL “Eureka” 
1st Citation: Doris DiSavino, Lancaster, PA “Reel In the Stars” 
2nd Citation: Mary Mullen, Reading, MA “To Believe Him Or Not” 
3rd Citation: Ann Gasser, West Reading, PA 
“Haiku Is Not My Thing” 
 
Category #12 Dorman John Grace Memorial Award 45 entries 
Judge: Jo Ann Breahm, Carlisle, PA 
1st Prize: Jacqueline Moffett, Pittsford, NY “Life Marches On” 
2nd Prize: Lee Pelham Cotton. Locust Hill, VA “Father’s Day” 
1st HM: Carol Clark, Aidan, PA “Shock ” 
2nd HM: Inge Logenburg Kyler, Eaton Rapids, MI 
“Things Lost When Hills Were Mined” 
3rd HM: Linda Clark, Gettysburg, PA “Travel Has Certainly Come A 
Long Way” 
1st Citation: Lynn Fetterolf, York, PA “Lillian’s Love Song” 
2nd Citation: Lucille Morgan Wilson, DesMoines, IA “Storage 
Places” 
3rd Citation: Anthony F. Gulotta, Phoenixville, PA “Aunt Betty” 
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Category #13 William A. Hildebrandt Memorial Award 29 entries 
Judge: Rebecca Cutchall, Carlisle, PA 
1st Prize: Becky Alexander, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA “Another 
Face” 
2nd Prize: Lee Pelham Cotton. Locust Hill, VA “Arrival Of The 
Muse” 
1st HM: Lynn Fetterolf, York, PA “What Is A Book?” 
2nd HM: Susanna Roma, Birdsboro, PA “Mixed Media” 
3rd HM: Marilyn Downing, Hershey, PA “Listening To The Petro-
glyphs” 
1st Citation: Ray Fulmer, Quakertown, PA “Where Are You When I 
Need You, 
Dylan Thomnas, Or Oh My God, I’ve Overdosed On T.S. Eliot!” 
2nd Citation: Sarah Gipson, North Little Rock, AR “An American 
Artist” 
3rd Citation: Catherine Moran, Little Rock, AR “Still Life: Apples 
and Grapes...” 
 
Category #14 Andy Fetterolf Memorial Award 24 entries 
Judge: Ann Cook, Carlisle, PA 
1st Prize: Marie-Louse Meyers, Oxford, PA “Anointed Task” 
2nd Prize: Marilyn Downing, Hershey, PA “Riches Beyond Meas-
ure” 
1st HM: Lucille Morgan Wilson, DesMoines, IA “The Hawk Of 
Heaven” 
2nd HM: Catherine Moran, Little Rock, AR “As Part Of The Order” 
3rd HM: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “Drum Circle” 
1st Citation: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “At Day’s End” 
2nd Citation: Glenna Glee, Anderson, IN “Too Close To Reality” 
3rd Citation: Susanna Roma, Birdsboro, PA “Blessed Assurance” 
 
Category #15 Blanche Whiting Keysner Memorial Award 28 en-
tries 
Judge: Margot Schlipp, New Haven, CT 
1st Prize: Loretta Diane Walker, Odessa, TX “Shrine Of Hor-
mones” 
2nd Prize: Susanna Roma, Birdsboro, PA “Lonely Quest” 
1st HM: Shirley S. Stevens, Pittsburgh, PA “Stealing Your Shadow” 
2nd HM: Lucille Morgan Wilson, DesMoines, IA “My Favorite 
Things” 
3rd H.M: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “Words Not Spoken” 
1st Citation: Richard T. Lake, New Cumberland, PA “What Is A 
Man To Do?” 
2nd Citation: Larry Turner, Fredericksburg, VA ”Young Love” 
3rd Citation: Ann Gasser, West Reading, PA “Love 101” 
 
Category #16 Lotus Knowlton Roberts Memorial Award 24 entries 
Judge: Mary Joyce Love, Dover, PA 
1st Prize: Dalene Stull, Danville, OH “Constant Change” 
2nd Prize: Catherine Moran, Little Rock, AR “A Teacher’s Gift” 
1st HM: Jerri Hardesty, Brierfield, AL “Fickle” 
2nd HM: Richard T. Lake, New Cumberland, PA “Best Friends” 
3rd HM: Inge Logenburg Kyler, Eaton Rapids, MI “Last Shades Of 
Summer” 
1st Citation: Glenna Glee, Anderson, IN “Love” 
2nd Citation: Lynn Fetterolf, York, PA “Busy Life? Get A Wife!” 
3rd Citation: Mary Mullen, Reading, MA “When The Deaf Man 
Died” 
 



BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE  
 
It is enough for me as a reader that a poem take from life a sin-
gle moment and hold it up for me to look at. There need not be 
anything sensational or unusual or peculiar about that moment, 
but somehow, by directing my attention to it, our attention to it, 
the poet bathes it in the light of the remarkable. Here is a poem 
like this by Carolyn Miller, who lives in San Francisco.  
 

 
 
The World as It is  

No ladders, no descending angels, no voice 
out of the whirlwind, no rending 
of the veil, or chariot in the sky—only 
water rising and falling in breathing springs 
and seeping up through limestone, aquifers filling 
and flowing over, russet stands of prairie grass 
and dark pupils of black-eyed Susans. Only 
the fixed and wandering stars: Orion rising sideways, 
Jupiter traversing the southwest like a great firefly, 
Venus trembling and faceted in the west—and the moon, 
appearing suddenly over your shoulder, brimming 
and ovoid, ripe with light, lifting slowly, deliberately, 
wobbling slightly, while far below, the faithful sea 
rises up and follows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation 
(www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Poem copyright ©2009 by Carolyn Miller, from her most recent book of po-
ems, Light, Moving, Sixteen Rivers Press, 2009. Reprinted by permission of 
Carolyn Miller and the publisher. Introduction copyright © 2009 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as United States 
Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-
2006. We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts.  

Save the Date 
 

October 9, 2010 
Biannual  meeting 

will be held at  
Allenberry Resort, 

Inn and Playhouse. 
Boiling Springs, 

PA 

A m e r i c a n  L i f e  I N  P o e t r y  
C o l u m n   
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Michael Hoover, former poet laureate of 
Hanover, PA will give a workshop, topic to-be-
announced at our October 9 meeting at  
Allenberry . 

Find out more about him at  
http://hooverpoet.com  

M i c h a e l  H o o v e r  

N o t e  o n  D u e s  

Individuals who paid dues between December 
1, 2009 and April 30, 2010 will not have to 
pay them again until September 1, 2011.  This 
policy is applicable only for the specified pe-
riod and only to the  individuals paying dues 
during the specified period.  See our last new-
letter containing discussion of Constitution 
and Bylaw changes.  



Chapter Contact Info 
 
Cadence Crafters:  610-534-0615 
 

Carlisle Poets:  Joy Campbell, archjoy@embarqmail.com 
 

Keysner  Poets: Marilyn Downing, 717-533-7097 

 

Young At Heart:  Ann Lasky, 717-867-4837, amlasky@comcast.net.  
 

Gettysburg Poetry Society (GPS):  Linda Clark, 717-337-9093 
 

 

P P S  C O N T A C T S  

President: DeAnna Spurlock 
Immediate-past President: Steven G. Concert  
Vice President: Lynn Fetterolf 
Immediate-past Vice President: Janice Freytag  
Recording Secretary: Janet Manwaring  
Corresponding Secretary: Joy Campbell  
Treasurer: Ann Copeland 
Historian: Nancy Kline 
Trustees: 
(2010) Mary McCarthy, Anthony Gulotta 
(2012) Vicky Fake-Weldon, Chair; Richard Lake 
(2014) Catherine Hoffman, Ann Gasser 
Membership Committee: 
 Nancy Kline, Chair;  Kara Valore  
 Marilyn Downing, Joy Campbell 
PPS Publicity Chair: Linda Clark 
Pegasus Contest Chair: Marilyn Downing  
Prize Poems: Ann Gasser 
Endowments & Audit: The Trustees 
The Sylvan Editor: April Line  
Bulk Mail: PPS Volunteers 
PPS Webmaster: Adrienne Wolter 
 
Mailing Addresses 
 
DeAnna Spurlock (PPS President)  
110 S. Bedford Street  
Carlisle, PA 17013 
717-258-5243 - deaspur@comcast.net 
 
Lynn Fetterolf (PPS Vice-President,  
PPS Contest Entry Receiver)  
492 Kreutz Creek Road  
York, PA 17406-8060 
717-757-3154 - poetrylynn@comcast.net 
 
Joy Campbell (Corresponding Secretary)  
10 Polecat Road 
Landisburg, PA 17040 
archjoy@embarqmail.com 
 
Ann Copeland (Treasurer) 
106 Hayden St. 
Sayre, PA 18840 
570-744-2827  -  ampcopeland@gmail.com 
 
Richard Lake (Critique Committee Chair) 
501 Second St. 
New Cumberland, PA 17070 
 
Vicky Fake-Weldon (PPS Trustee Chair) 
108 North 26th St. 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 
717-737-5342  -  vfake@state.pa.us 
 
Linda Clark (PPS Publicity Chair) 

   255 Herr's Ridge Road 
   Gettysburg, PA  17325-8084 
 

April Line (PPS Newsletter Editor) 
217 Lincoln Ave. 
Williamsportt, PA 17701 
april.line@gmail.com 
 
Nancy Kline (PPS Historian) 
1040 Dogwood Drive, Box 125 
Cornwall, PA 17016 

About Us 
 

     Founded in 1949, PPS, Inc. is a non-profit group of poets 
and aspiring poets, most of whom reside in PA, who are in-
volved in poetry at local, state, and national levels.  
     At the local level, active chapters hold monthly meetings 
and workshops, sponsor poetry readings and contests as well 
as print anthologies of members’ poems. Some members 
serve as contest judges and teach poetry writing in schools, 
colleges, retirement communities, etc. 
     At the state level, one can join PPS, Inc., either as a mem-
ber at large or as a member of a local chapter. All chapter 
members must be members of PPS, Inc.  
     A new chapter can be formed by five or more PPS members 
who have a slate of officers and by-laws compatible with those 
of PPS, Inc. 
     At the national level, the National Federation of State Poetry 
Societies (NFSPS) describes itself as "An educational and liter-
ary organization dedicated to the writing and appreciation of 
poetry in America." Its four-day annual conventions are held in 
a different state each year and offer workshops as well as in-
tellectual and creative commerce between members of state 
poetry societies.    
     Contact Nancy Kline to become a member or join online by visit-
ing www.nfsps.com.  Click “State Links” and then “Pennsylvania” to 
access our site. 

The Sylvan Page Editors 
Ann Gasser, Challenge Page Editor, 801 Spruce St.  West 
Reading, PA 19611 or aubadeg@verizon.net 
 
Nancy Kline, Awards Editor, 1040 Dogwood Dr. PO box 125 
Cornwall, PA 17016 
 


