
 
Dear Pennsylvania Poets, 
 
Since our October 10 meeting at Allen-
berry, we have published two newslet-
ters, selected judges for our annual 
contest, processed entries for this con-
test, received and processed most of 
the judges’ reports, nearly completed 
tasks required for the Pegasus con-
test, planned the spring meeting in 
May in Hershey, and held a special 
Board meeting on January 23.  Many, 
many thanks go to all who have been 
a part of this necessary and integral 
work of our organization. 
 
The January 23 Board meeting was 
held at Marilyn Downing’s home in 
Hershey.  Lynn Fetterolf, Ann Cope-
land, Ann Gasser, Janet Manwaring, 
Steve Concert, Linda Clark, Nancy 
Kline, Catherine Hoffman, Marilyn 
Downing, and I focused that meeting 
on preserving  traditions.  
 
As you know, last year we celebrated 
60 years of PPS’s existence with a 
celebratory anthology, a conference in 
Gettysburg in the spring and a meet-
ing, with readings in honor of the 60th 
anniversary, held in the fall at Allen-
berry.   Thus in January, the question 
before the Board became how to pre-
serve and pass on the time-honored 
practices, precedents, and customs to 
the next generation of poets and lov-
ers of poetry who will join our organiza-

tion.  Clearly, times have changed since 
our founders wrote our Constitution 
and Bylaws.  With these considerations 
in mind, the Board endorsed an up-
dated document presented as an insert 
with  this newsletter, including the 
changes which will be presented for 
approval at the spring meeting. 
 
While many of the proposed changes 
reflect a response to contemporary lan-
guage usage and a need for greater 
specificity in wording, other changes 
arise from a realization about a cum-
bersome, current practice which is in-
consistent with Article V of the Bylaws, 
which we do not propose to change:   
 
                                                                  
ARTICLE V—DUES  
  
             1.  Annual PPS dues, in the 
amount designated by PPS for the 
membership year October 1 through 
September 30 are payable to the PPS, 
Inc. Treasurer, or in the case of chapter 
members, may be paid to the chapter 
or  organization for transmission to the 
PPS Treasurer.  
  
            2.  The fiscal year shall cover 
the period from October 1 through Sep-
tember 30, and the membership year 
shall be the same—October 1 through 
September 30.   
  
            3.  Failure to pay dues by No-
vember 30 shall result in loss of mem-
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bership and the right to enter contests for reduced 
fees which members enjoy.  
  
           4.  Annual Chapter dues shall be the 
amount designated by each chapter and shall be 
retained by the chapter.  
 
When our founding members wrote these words, 
they created a membership year which served to 
define a timeframe within which an individual offi-
cially is considered an active member—October 1 
through September 30. The membership year be-
gins on October 1.  Dues are received prior to Octo-
ber 1 and if they are not paid by November 30, a 
grace period of two months, official membership 
for the year is impossible.   
 
Although the tradition has been to pay dues in Sep-
tember as members-at-large and as members of a 
chapter to guarantee active membership status for 
the October 1-September 30 membership year, in 
recent years we have allowed some new members 
to enter PPS at any point during the year.  Over 
time, due to questions about pro-rating dues, a le-
nient policy permitted members who joined PPS 
after March 1 to be paid up until October 1 of the 
following year.  Moreover, anyone entering the or-
ganization by paying dues at any point during the 
year was allowed to vote and hold office immedi-
ately, despite the requirement in the bylaws at Arti-
cle I.2 that the right to vote and hold office is lim-
ited to active members: “Voting:  All active mem-
bers shall be eligible to vote and hold office in PPS, 
Inc.,”  
 
Again, according to Article V above, a member be-
comes active or “vested” for a membership year 
when October 1 arrives.  So, if a member enters 
after November 30, he or she will not be an active 
member until the following October 1. 
 
Under the current laxity, if a member joins on Sep-
tember 30, the following day on October 1, that 
person has the right to vote and hold elected office 
in PPS, Inc. whether or not he or she knows any-
thing about the organization, its history, its mis-
sion, its traditions, and its practices.  The Board 

recognized a wrinkle in the old Bylaws.   
 
Most all similar organizations require a full year’s 
membership before an individual can hold an elected 
office.  Similarly, many organizations require a trial pe-
riod before full membership rights are granted.  In our 
local, state, and national elections, voters must have 
registered in their districts 30 days before an election.  
In line with these sound practices and in keeping with 
the traditions of PPS founders, the Board proposes 
that although we will continue to welcome poets and 
lovers of poetry to meet with us and learn together at 
any time during the year, we will adhere to the intent 
of Articles I and V of the Bylaws by defining September 
as our Membership Month, the month when we offi-
cially admit new members and renew our active 
status.   
 
The Board also proposes that a new member who en-
ters PPS between September 1 and November 30 be 
eligible to vote beginning in April of the membership 
year and be eligible to hold elected office beginning in 
October of the following year.  The Board feels that 
these measures will allow new active members time to 
learn about PPS before taking on the responsibilities 
of voting and holding elected office.    
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at our spring 
meeting in Hershey on May 1, a day when we will be 
able to enjoy a catered lunch at the Hershey Story Mu-
seum, participate in a special writing workshop led by 
Deb Ritter, and enjoy reading and hearing prize-
winning poems from our 2010 PPS contest.  Thank 
you, Nancy Kline, for your work organizing this special 
day.   
 
With warmest regards, 
DeAnna Spurlock 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  
M e s s a g e ,  C o n t i n u e d  
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About the Project 
 
Poetry for the Mind's Joy is a national poetry initiative 
launched in October 2009 by United States Poet Lau-
reate Kay Ryan and the Library of Congress in conjunc-
tion with the Community College Humanities Associa-
tion (CCHA). The initiative or project highlights poetry 
being generated on community college campuses, as 
well as the vital role played by community colleges in 
nurturing lives and minds. 
The poetry contest  is being conducted by the CCHA for 
community college students.  Each participating cam-
pus will select a winning poem, which may then be 
considered for the online anthology to be featured on 
this site in April 2010. 
 
Coming this spring:  On April 1, 2010 a Community Col-
lege Poetry Day will take place on participating com-
munity college campuses. On that day, the Poet Laure-
ate will appear in a live videoconference with repre-
sentatives at selected community college campuses.  
The campuses will be determined based on geo-
graphic location and technical facilities; however, any-
one who wishes can watch this event via streaming 
video. Visit http://www.loc.gov/poetry/mindsjoy/ for 
more information.  
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 About Kay Ryan and self-publishing 
 
"At age 19, Ryan began to write poetry upon the 
death of her father.  In 1983, she self-published her 
first collection called Dragon Acts to Dragon Ends.  
When asked by an interviewer at the College of Marin 
(where Ryan has taught remedial English for over 
thirty years), "What inspired you to self-publish your 
first book?" Ryan's response is, "The self-publication 
wasn't inspiration; it was utter hopelessness that any-
body else was ever going to publish my poems."  Her 
two subsequent books (Strangely Marked Metal and 
Flamingo Watching) were published by Copper Beech 
Press, out of Providence, Rhode Island.  After that she 
published Elephant Rocks (1996) Say Uncle (2000) 
and The Niagara River (2005) out of Grove Press.  
Virtually unrecognized for many years, Ryan became 
widely known after winning the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize 
in 2004.  She has also received awards from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts and the Guggenheim 
Foundation." 
 
 
 
 
 
Quote from "The Elephant in the Room: Kay Ryan" by 
Danielle Evennon, Beltway Poetry Quarterly.  Pub-
lished in Volume 10.4, Fall 2009.  
http://washingtonart.com/beltway/ryan.html 
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Olde New England Towne 
 
We know what it’s like to feel a seismic shift when 
reading groundbreakingly good poetry. And with all 
the talk of earthquakes lately, we thought now 
would be an opportune moment to consider some 
tremors of the literary variety. Before we get started, 
lets take stock and appreciate the movement of the 
earth and the geologic construction of words. Or as 

Edward Hitchhock says, “Shall not geology, which is 
the first science in affording scope for the imagina-
tion, be brought into favor with the Muses, and af-
ford themes for the Poet?” Yes, Sir Ed, let’s be 
taken away with metaphors and metamorphic rock 
talk. Sifting the interwebs, we dug up this poem writ-
ten about the 1653 New England earthquake… 
 
 
Poem on the 1653 New England Earthquake 
by Reverend Peter Bulkeley 
The solid earth, before an angry God, 
Shakes at the terrors of His awful nod. 
The balance of the mighty world is lost— 
Its vast foundations, in confusion toss’d, 
Through all the hollows of its deepest caves 
Rock like a vessel foundering in the waves. 
Volumes of sulphurous air, with booming sound, 
Burst through the gorges of the parted ground. 
The earth doth heave, with groanings of distress, 
Beneath the weight of human sinfulness. 
Shall not our eyes drop penitential rain, 
When all creation travaileth in pain? 
Great God! who shall not fear Thee in the hour 
When heaven and earth are trembling at Thy power! 
Father, to nature’s tumult whisper peace, 
And bid the wickedness of man to cease! 
 
from Dark Sky Magazine as posted at  

Poetryfoundation.org  

March 3, 2010 

 
R a t t l e  a n d  H u m  

C h a p t e r  N e w s  

     Gettysburg Poets are busy there.  Here are some selec-
tions from their members’ activities in the arts:   
Michael Hoover - Art show at Ragged Edge through March 2 
Bernadette Loeffel-Atkins - Presentation at the Adams 
County Historic Society - March 2nd at 7:00 at Valentine 
Hall, will be opening her own bookstore in Old Gettysburg 
Village called Battlefields and Beyond Military Book Shoppe.  
Stay tuned for details. 
 Bert Barnett - Speaking at the GNMP on March 7 at 1:00 
 Mary Luquette - mixed media quilt display at HACC through 
March 10 
 Dana Sauers - feature article in Hanover Sun concerning 
her new book 
 Bosch - entertains at the coffee shop on the square in New 
Oxford some Thursdays 
Linda Clark - plays for the 8:30 and 11:00 services at the 
Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian church, at least until their 
regular musician recovers. 
Additionally, Maggie Abbott and Denise Jackson both have 
businesses in town. 
Carlisle Poets will participate in the upcoming Amani Festival 
in Carlisle in May. Visit www.amanicarlisle.com 
Young at Heart’s member, Nancy Kline, is producing two 
plays. 
On February 20 in Gettysburg, The Gettysburg Poetry Society 
participated in Peace and Justice Poetry, an arts event with 
the theme of "Seeking Peace Through Poetry. 



M a r i a  T h i a w ’ s  P o e m ,  V i r g i n i a  S l i m s  
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“Virginia Slims” was written in response to a found 
photograph.  The photo (at right) is of Charles Henry 
Hatcher and Elvin Merrit, but the photographer is un-
known.  
 
 
 
 
Virginia Slims 
 
I stare at sepia-toned “dapper dans” 
imagining color 
like the green, gold, and brown 
that used to dance in the one man’s eyes. 
He was Charles Henry, 
my grandfather’s father. 
The 80 year old photograph 
hides his hazel orbs. 
I stare at these cool cats. 
Charles leans on his cousin Elvin’s chair. 
These sons of house slaves don 
three piece suits, patterned silk ties, 
cigarette holders and spats. 
In silence they speak of jazz. 
I can almost hear the syncopated foot tapping  
on the art deco tiled floor. 
They were eye candy for flappers; 
Harlem chic in Newark’s streets. 
I wonder if they were there for the riots, 
the day Newark burned over dice, 
black and white. 
I question them but they sit quietly in my hands. 
Their faces tell the story. 
Cousin Elvin’s slight smile melts into me 
while my great grandfather glares, 
expression like granite. 

 Ed’s Note:    Consider writing your own poem 
inspired by a family or found photograph.   
 
Select a photo from a family album, or 
choose one you like from a magazine.  Tell 
its story.  Play.   



 

Excerpted from work by John Holcombe at 
www.poetrymagic.co.uk 
     The pursuit can hardly be bettered. Poetry is the 
most versatile and wide-ranging of literary forms, ena-
bling things to be said that cannot be encompassed in 
prose. It can be finished in odd moments, unlike the 
novel, which takes long years of effort. Whatever its 
standard or style, a poem can usually be published 
somewhere, given the determination, the research and 
the contacts. Poetry forms a good introduction to more 
commercial types of writing, and is usually included in 
creative writing courses.   
      Nonetheless, poetry is not easy. The medium is a 
compact one, needing great concentration to read, 
and even more to write. First efforts are not always re-
warding. Nevertheless, even the most pedestrian 
poem occasionally lifts into the vivid and memorable, 
and kindles a warm response in its reader. And that is 
worth a great deal, despite what poetry has become in 
recent years. With the Modernists' love of experimen-

tation, anti-realism, individualism 
and intellectualism came a great 
narrowing of aims and accom-
plishments.  

     Those writing simply for pleasure can ignore 
these subtleties. At least at first, the opportuni-
ties seem boundless. Despite all the advantages 
enjoyed by contemporary plays and films — the 
technology, the "real-life" dramas, modern idiom 
in speech and attitudes — Shakespeare is still 
the most performed of dramatists, giving us a 
gallery of recognisable characters that no one 
has rivalled. Dante provides us with a sharp-
etched picture of fifteenth-century Italian politics. 
Byron manages to work in slang and details of a 
water pump into Don Juan, and Ezra Pound incor-
porates views on capitalist economics in the Can-
tos.  Philip Larkin paints the domestic nihilism of 
the contemporary welfare state,  and Ted 
Hughes's animals are exactly observed. What are 
these but the smallest examples of what lies 
open to talent, honesty and determination? 
     Success brings pleasure, and pleasure may be 
the truest mark of a writer. Without talent, noth-
ing of importance can be achieved. But without 
increasing absorption, fascination and sheer 
pleasure in literary craftsmanship, that talent will 
never see the light of day. Native ability and hard 
work are both essential to poetry, and pleasure is 
the stimulus to both.  

P o e t r y  f o r  P l e a s u r e  
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The Alabama State Poetry Society is accepting submissions for the Annual  
John and Miriam Morris Memorial Chapbook Competition.   
 
Deadline is May 31. 
 
Winner receives $100 and 50 copies of his/her winning chapbook. 
 
Poems may have been previously published if poet retains all rights.  Send 20-24 total pages of po-
etry, (poems may be longer than one page, but total page count must be 20-24) with two (2) title 
pages:  one with author identification, and one with NO author identification. 
 
Please send manuscript with a $15 reading fee payable to New Dawn Unlimited, Inc. Mail to: 
 
Jerri Hardesty 
ASPS 2010 Morris Memorial Chapbook Competition 
1830 Marvel Road 
Brierfield, AL 35035 
 

C h a p b o o k  C o m p e t i t i o n  



 

Sometimes I wonder at my wife's forbearance. She's 
heard me tell the same stories dozens of times, and she 
still politely laughs when she should. Here's a poem by 
Susan Browne, of California, that treats an oft-told story 
with great tenderness.  

On Our Eleventh Anniversary  

You're telling that story again about your childhood,    
when you were five years old and rode your blue bicycle    
 
from Copenhagen to Espergaerde, and it was night    
and snowing by the time you arrived,    
 
and your grandparents were so relieved to see you,    
because all day no one knew where you were,    
 
you had vanished. We sit at our patio table under a faded    
      green    
umbrella, drinking wine in California's blue autumn,    
 
red stars of roses along the fence, trellising over the roof    
of our ramshackle garage. Too soon the wine glasses will 
      be empty,    
 
our stories told, the house covered with pine needles the 
      wind    
has shaken from the trees. Other people will live here.    
 
We will vanish like children who traveled far in the dark,    
stars of snow in their hair, riding to enchanted  
      Espergaerde. 
 
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation 
(www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Poem copyright ©2007 by Susan Browne, whose most recent 
book of poems is "Buddha's Dogs," Four Way Books, 2004. Poem re-
printed from "Mississippi Review" Vol. 35, nos. 1-2, Spring 2007, and 
reprinted by permission of the author and publisher. Introduction 
copyright © 2009 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction's au-
thor, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in 
Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006. We do not accept 
unsolicited manuscripts.  

     As we do the annual work of updating member-
ship records, we note how many incorrect mailing 
and e-mail addresses and phone numbers we have 
on file!   
     If you have moved or changed e-mail providers 
since you last paid your PPS dues, please take a 
moment send updates to Ann Copeland, DeAnna 
Spurlock or Joy Campbell (contact info on page 8) 
so that you can continue to take full advantage of 
your PPS Membership.   

A m e r i c a n  L i f e  i n  P o e t r y :   
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P l e a s e  U p d a t e  Y o u r  
I n f o  w i t h  P P S ,  I n c .  

     The critique service is free and available only to 
PPS Members.   
     Headed by Richard Lake, the committee is com-
prised of accomplished, published PPS members.   
     Richard’s job is to facilitate the critiquing proc-
ess so that reviewers will remain anonymous.        
 
     Poets are entitled to submit three poems (each 
no longer than one page) to the Critique Committee 
during a four-month period. 
 
Mail the following items to Richard: 
- Poems, maximum of three 
- One blank sheet per poem (for the critique com-
ments) 
- One manila SASE with enough postage for the re-
turn of six sheets. 
- One unaddressed manila envelope with enough 
postage for the mailing of six sheets  
 
His address is 501 Second St., New Cumberland, 
PA 17070 
 
Once Richard receives the packet, he’ll send it to 
one of the anonymous critics who will have 30 days 
to return the critiqued poems to the poet. 
 
The postage should cost in the neighborhood of 
$2.50. 
 
**It is very important to as-
semble your packet carefully, 
for poems not conforming to 
the guidelines will not be critiqued! 

C r i t i q u e  S e r v i c e  
A n n o u n c e m e n t  &  

g u i d e l i n e s  



Chapter Contact Info 
 
Cadence Crafters:  610-534-0615 
 

Carlisle Poets:  Joy Campbell, archjoy@embarqmail.com 
 

Keysner  Poets: Marilyn Downing, 717-533-7097 

 

Young At Heart:  Ann Lasky, 717-867-4837, amlasky@comcast.net.  
 

Gettysburg Poetry Society (GPS):  Linda Clark, 717-337-9093 
 

 

P P S  C O N T A C T S  

STAFF OF PPS, INC. 
 
 
President: DeAnna Spurlock 
Immediate-past President: Steven G. Concert  
Vice President: Lynn Fetterolf 
Immediate-past Vice President: Janice Freytag  
Recording Secretary: Janet Manwaring  
Corresponding Secretary: Joy Campbell  
Treasurer: Ann Copeland 
Historian: Nancy Kline 
Trustees: 
(2010) Mary McCarthy, Anthony Gulotta 
(2012) Vicky Fake-Weldon, Chair; Richard Lake 
(2014) Catherine Hoffman, Ann Gasser 
Membership Committee: 
 Nancy Kline, Chair;  Kara Valore  
 Marilyn Downing, Joy Campbell 
PPS Publicity Chair: Linda Clark 
Pegasus Contest Chair: Marilyn Downing  
Prize Poems: Ann Gasser 
Endowments & Audit: The Trustees 
The Sylvan Editor: April Line  
Bulk Mail: PPS Volunteers 
PPS Webmaster: Adrienne Wolter 
 
Mailing Addresses 
 
DeAnna Spurlock (PPS President)  
110 S. Bedford Street  
Carlisle, PA 17013 
717-258-5243 - deaspur@comcast.net 
 
Lynn Fetterolf (PPS Vice-President,  
PPS Contest Entry Receiver)  
492 Kreutz Creek Road  
York, PA 17406-8060 
717-757-3154 - poetrylynn@comcast.net 
 
Joy Campbell (Corresponding Secretary)  
10 Polecat Road 
Landisburg, PA 17040 
archjoy@embarqmail.com 
 
Ann Copeland (Treasurer) 
106 Hayden St. 
Sayre, PA 18840 
570-744-2827  -  ampcopeland@gmail.com 
 
Richard Lake (Critique Committee Chair) 
501 Second St. 
New Cumberland, PA 17070 
 
Vicky Fake-Weldon (PPS Trustee Chair) 
108 North 26th St. 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 
717-737-5342  -  vfake@state.pa.us 
 
Linda Clark (PPS Publicity Chair) 

   255 Herr's Ridge Road 
   Gettysburg, PA  17325-8084 
 

April Line (PPS Newsletter Editor) 
452 N. Pitt St. 
Carlisle PA 17013 
april.line@gmail.com 
 
Nancy Kline (PPS Historian) 
1040 Dogwood Drive, Box 125 
Cornwall, PA 17016 

About Us 
 

     Founded in 1949, PPS, Inc. is a non-profit group of poets 
and aspiring poets, most of whom reside in PA, who are in-
volved in poetry at local, state, and national levels.  
     At the local level, active chapters hold monthly meetings 
and workshops, sponsor poetry readings and contests as well 
as print anthologies of members’ poems. Some members 
serve as contest judges and teach poetry writing in schools, 
colleges, retirement communities, etc. 
     At the state level, one can join PPS, Inc., either as a mem-
ber at large or as a member of a local chapter. All chapter 
members must be members of PPS, Inc.  
     A new chapter can be formed by five or more PPS members 
who have a slate of officers and by-laws compatible with those 
of PPS, Inc. 
     At the national level, the National Federation of State Poetry 
Societies (NFSPS) describes itself as "An educational and liter-
ary organization dedicated to the writing and appreciation of 
poetry in America." Its four-day annual conventions are held in 
a different state each year and offer workshops as well as in-
tellectual and creative commerce between members of state 
poetry societies.    
     Contact Nancy Kline to become a member or join online by visit-
ing www.nfsps.com.  Click “State Links” and then “Pennsylvania” to 
access our site. 

The Sylvan Page Editors 
Ann Gasser, Challenge Page Editor, 801 Spruce St.  West 
Reading, PA 19611 or aubadeg@verizon.net 
 
Nancy Kline, Awards Editor, 1040 Dogwood Dr. PO box 125 
Cornwall, PA 17016 
 


