
I have been up to my eyeballs in home 

improvement projects this summer. Pro-

jects are always more complicated than 

we expect, and more time consuming. 

Further complicating these projects has 

been the Tour de France and the Sum-

mer Olympics. 

I find both of them to be fascinating on 

so many levels of human endeavor; 

ergo, my projects languish partially com-

pleted. 

 

Fortunately for PPS, the good folks at 

Gettysburg Poetry Society (GPS) have 

not been sitting idly by like me. They’ve 

put together an ambitious agenda for 

our 2012 Conference that, in my hum-

ble opinion, would win them a gold-

medal in all the categories that would 

make a conference extraordinary. 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find 

more details about the Conference, and 

a registration form. The Conference is 

scheduled for November 1-3 and I would 

urge each and every member of PPS to 

attend as many of the planned activities 

as possible 

 

In addition to all the good stuff that GPS 

has planned for us, we will be voting for 

officers. 
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I may have to sit on the sidelines for 

the Tour de France and the Olympics 

but I intend to be fully engaged in 

GPS’s planned activities. I hope that 

you will also let GPS guide you to what 

is sure to be a memorable happening! 

 

Our membership period for the new 

membership year begins September 

1st and runs through November 30th.  

 

Richard “Dick” Lake, President 

Pennsylvania Poetry Society 
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O n  D u e s  &  P a t r o n s  

M e m b e r s h i p  F o r m  

_______ I will enroll as an active member, please find my check for $18.00 enclosed 

 

_______  I will enroll as a patron member, please find my check for $43.00 ($25.00 is the 

minimum pledge above dues for a patron member, but any higher pledge is welcome.)       

 

_______  I am a new member 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:____________________________Phone Number_________________________ 
 

 

Make Checks Payable to PPS, Inc 

Mail to  

Nancy Henry Kline, treasurer,  

1040 Dogwood Drive, P.O. Box 125, 

Cornwall, PA. 17016.  

**Patron Members may send more than one check if they desire.   

**Dues and conference registration payments can be combined into a single check, if desired.   

Dues for the next fiscal year shall be paid from September 2012-November 2012. 

Membership checks received after November 30, 2012 will be returned. Checks 

shall be sent to Nancy Henry Kline, treasurer, 1040 Dogwood Drive, P.O. Box 125, 

Cornwall, PA. 17016.  

 

It’s come to our attention that there’s some confusion about the configuration of 

dues for patrons.  Please see the improved membership form, and understand the 

following:  Dues for a regular member are $18.  Dues for a patron are the regular 

member $18 plus another $25, minimum.  So if you wish to enroll as a patron 

member, please send $43. 

 

Please note with your dues whether you are a new or a renewing member. 
 



C o n f e r e n c e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  
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Linda Clark, GPS 

     The Gettysburg Poetry Society is proud to an-

nounce the Fall conference of the Pennsylvania Po-

etry Society. Entitled Pennsylvania's Poetic Synergy, 

the event will be held November 1-3 in Gettysburg 

and should have something for everybody!  Our most 

crucial element is you! 

 

    The letters PPS are well-known as the initialism for 

the Pennsylvania Poetry Society which was founded 

over 60 years ago. It is our intention is to expand 

upon the PPS as an abbreviation  to create Pennsyl-

vania's Poetic Synergy! By definition, the word syn-

ergy seems to describe what we hope to accomplish. 

 

Synergy - The combined effort being greater than the 

parts; the working together of two or more people, 

organizations, or things, especially when the result is 

greater than the sum of their individual effects or 

capabilities 

 

     We invite you to come enjoy the camaraderie of 

other poets as they enjoy poetry with a Pennsylvania 

Connection! Our Saturday presentation will include 

the general meeting of PPS, as well as published 

poet William "Kit" Hathaway. (His impressive biogra-

phy is included below.) GPS members will also be 

presenting a costumed timeline of Pennsylvania  

poets! 

 

     But come early and enjoy Friday presentations by 

Mark Drew of the Gettysburg Review who will speak 

on the subject of publishing poetry. Brian Kennel, 

caretaker of the Evergreen Cemetery will be speak-

ing on "resident" poet Marianne Moore. Also, GPS 

members will present "From Diary to Poetry", "Native 

American Indian Poetry of Pennsylvania" and "Henry 

and Blanche Shoemaker - PPS Founders." Plus, there 

will be time to share your own poetry on both Thurs-

day and Friday evening! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C a r l i s l e  P o e t s  

N e w s  

Susan Vernon, Carlisle Poets Workshop  

 

     The Carlisle Poets' Workshop Chapter has been 

meeting at Gaia in downtown Carlisle to attract new 

members.   We have developed a magnetic sign for 

cars, a postcard  to distribute, and a brochure is in the 

works.  The quotation on the sign and card is "Poetry is 

thoughts that breathe, and words that burn." by Tho-

mas Green.  We also have a Facebook site, so you are 

invited to join us there and "Friend” or “Like” us.  So 

far we are happy to have 3 new people in our chapter.  

We will be have a space to perform at the 31st Annual 

Harvest of the Arts in Carlisle on September 29.   Our 

Poetry in the Garden at Piatto has been changed to 

First Fridays each month into September in Carlisle 

from 3-5PM.   Dory Maguire, Geneva Politzer, and Wil-

liam Vernon have been delightful as featured guest 

poets.  Our annual poetry contest is underway, you can 

find a copy of it in this newsletter.    Please enter your 

poems with "thoughts that breathe and words that 

burn" by the deadline October 31, 1012.   

Is there a piece of the newsletter that you look forward 

to, or something you’d like to see?  Have you read an 

excellent chapbook recently that you’d like to review?  

Been to a great poetry event?  Have feedback or ideas? 

 

Send reviews, articles, essays, letters by the dates listed 

below, which are the same as our general newsletter 

due dates.   

        

 Winter Newsletter, February 5.  

 Spring Newsletter, May 5.  

 Summer Newsletter, August 5.  

 Fall Newsletter, November 5.   

     

     Please send to april.line@gmail.com, or to my mailing 

address on the last page of the newsletter.   

All submissions may be edited for content or space con-

cerns. 

C a l l  f o r  C o n t e n t  
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C o n f e r e n c e  S c h e d u l e   

Schedule of Events 

 

Thursday, November 1, 2012 

 

3:00 – 5:45 - Pennsylvania Poetry Society Registration 

table open at the Quality Inn. A detailed “Schedule of 

Events” plus visitor information packets will be avail-

able as you arrive. 

 

6:00 – 9:00 - Dinner/Poetry at Pickett’s Buffet  – 

($15.00 per person) After enjoying our meal we will be 

meeting, mingling, and sharing poetry. Bring along 

some poetry and sign up to read to the group! 

 

Friday – November 2, 2012 

 

8:00 - 9:00 - Breakfast at the Victorian Cottage 

(included in your room rate at the Quality Inn) 

 

9:15 - 9:30 - We will carpool from the motel to the 

nearby gravesite of Marianne Moore. 

 

9:30 -9:45 - Evergreen Cemetery – More and More 

about Marianne Moore- Presenter- Brian Kennell, 

Caretaker of the cemetery, local historian and author     

Since Brian is currently working on a multi-media pro-

duction honoring some of those citizens buried here, 

he will continue his presentation on Marianne Moore 

at the library. 

 

9:45 –Carpool to Adams County Library – 140 Balti-

more Street – Workshops and Presentations 

 

10:45 – 11:45 – Mark Drew, assistant editor of the 

Gettysburg Review, will speak on the publication proc-

ess that poets need to follow to find success! There 

will be a question and answer section. 

 

11:45-12:45 - Workshop - From Diary to Poetry - 

Imogene Hunt, PPS/GPS member Imogene will be 

sharing diary entries from Anne Frank of World War II, 

as well as diary entries from Gettysburg resident Sa-

lome Myers of the Civil War. Additionally, she will pro-

vide attendees with time and special materials for 

journaling/poetic creations! 

 

1:00 – 2:00 - Lunch on your own – The library is 

in downtown Gettysburg.  There will be sample 

menus for nearby restaurants available. 

 

2:15 - 3:15 Presentation - Native American Indians of 

Pennsylvania and their Poetic Contributions (including 

George Catlin) –Lana Hawley GPS member. Lana will 

provide attendees with poetic, as well as musical and 

artistic examples of Native Americans from our own 

Penn's Woods. 

 

3:30 – 4:30 -Meet the Founders of PPS, Col. Henry 

Shoemaker and his sister Blanche: They Popularized 

Pennsylvania and Poetry – Linda Clark, PPS/GPS mem-

ber. Linda will enlighten attendees on the founders of 

our organization. Her power point will utilize a wealth of 

information featuring the poetic works of our founders.  

 

4:30 – 7:30 Enjoy First Friday in Gettysburg! Enjoy din-

ner on your own! Most shops are open until 8:00. There 

will be much more information on what is available 

downtown that evening as the merchants make their 

plans available to us! Typically there is plenty of music 

and art to enjoy in the shops and galleries, as well as 

themed snacks and wine-tastings. 

 

7:30 – 10:00 – As you arrive back at the Quality Inn, 

there will be another opportunity to share your poetry 

and enjoy the poetry of others! The motel has graciously 

furnished us with a lovely room for this special occasion. 

  

Saturday, November 3, 2012 

 

8:00 -9:00 Continental Breakfast at Victorian Cottage 

 

9:30 -10:30 – PPS General Meeting at the Dobbin 

House 89 Steinwehr Avenue - 

 

10:30-11:00 – Poetry with Pennsylvania Connections – 

Gettysburg Poetry Society - 

 

11:00-12:00 – Kit Hathaway Poetic Presentation 

 

12:00-1:00 – Buffet Lunch- $ 30 

 

1:00- 1:30 – Traveling Troubadours – Musical numbers/

poetry presented by GPS members 

 

1:30-2:30 –Kit Hathaway - Revisiting Keats' Notion of 

Negative Capability in a New World Too Much With Us 

 

2:30-3:30 – Pennsylvania Timeline of Poetry 



S l a t e  o f  O f f i c e r s  
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At the next board meeting, in November, PPS will have 

the opportunity to vote on the following offices.  The 

Contenders are listed below. 

 

 President: Richard Lake 

 Vice President: Susan Vernon 

 Secretary: Ann Gasser 

 Treasurer: DeAnna Spurlock 

N e w  P o e t  L a u r e a t e  

I look forward to the Poet Laureate announcement.  

Since I became editor of the newsletter in 2008, there 

have been four installations.   

     I’ve learned about new poets, come to know that 

some of my favorites have held the seat, and encoun-

tered new poetry via former laureate Ted Kooser’s 

American Life in Poetry project whose column we run 

in each issue of this newsletter. 

     The newest poet laureate is Natasha Tretheway 

whose appointment is significant  because she is and 

the first Southern Poet Laureate since Robert Penn 

Warren.       

     Her appointment also falls in the year of the 150th 

anniversary of The Civil War which is the subject of one 

of Tretheway’s collections. 

     Tretheway is also relatively young and a woman as 

well as a racial minority, all big wins for the ladies of 

American letters. 

A poem is an experience like any other, and we can 

learn as much or more about, say, an apple from a 

poem about an apple as from the apple itself. Since I 

was a boy, I’ve been picking up things, but I’ve never 

found a turtle shell until I found one in this poem by 

Jeff Worley, who lives in Kentucky.   

 

On Finding a Turtle Shell in Daniel Boone National 

Forest  

 

This one got tired 

of lugging his fortress 

wherever he went, 

was done with duck and cover 

at every explosion 

through rustling leaves 

of fox and dog and skunk. 

Said au revoir to the ritual 

of pulling himself together. . .   

  

I imagine him waiting 

for the cover of darkness 

to let down his hinged drawbridge. 

He wanted, after so many 

protracted years of caution, 

to dance naked and nimble 

as a flame under the moon— 

even if dancing just once 

was all that the teeth 

of the forest would allow. 

 

 

 
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry 

Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Po-

etry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of 

English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copy-

right ©2008 by Jeff Worley, whose most recent book of 

poems is Best to Keep Moving, Larkspur Press, 2009, 

which includes this poem. Reprinted from Poetry East, 

Nos. 62 & 63, Fall, 2008, by permission of Jeff Worley and 

the publisher.  

Introduction copyright © 2012 by The Poetry Foundation. 

The introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as United 

States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of 

Congress from 2004-2006. We do not accept unsolicited 

manuscripts. 

A m e r i c a n  L i f e   

I N  P o e t r y  

# 2 5 6  

If you haven’t been getting your newsletter, please 

send a note to Nancy Kline and Ann Gasser at the 

information on page 8. 

 

Our newsletters are archived on our website at 

www.nfsps.com/pa. 

 

Receiving your newsletter and the enclosed  

information about conferences, etc, is a really good 

reason to keep your info up to date with PPS. 

R e m i n d e r  
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P P S  C o n t e s t  W i n n e r s  



Letter Home 

 

--New Orleans, November 1910 

 

Four weeks have passed since I left, and still  

I must write to you of no work. I've worn down  

the soles and walked through the tightness  

of my new shoes calling upon the merchants,  

their offices bustling. All the while I kept thinking  

my plain English and good writing would secure  

for me some modest position Though I dress each day  

in my best, hands covered with the lace gloves  

you crocheted--no one needs a girl. How flat  

the word sounds, and heavy. My purse thins.  

I spend foolishly to make an appearance of quiet  

industry, to mask the desperation that tightens  

my throat. I sit watching--  

 

though I pretend not to notice--the dark maids 

ambling by with their white charges. Do I deceive  

anyone? Were they to see my hands, brown  

as your dear face, they'd know I'm not quite  

what I pretend to be. I walk these streets  

a white woman, or so I think, until I catch the eyes  

of some stranger upon me, and I must lower mine,  

a negress again. There are enough things here  

to remind me who I am. Mules lumbering through  

the crowded streets send me into reverie, their footfall  

the sound of a pointer and chalk hitting the blackboard  

at school, only louder. Then there are women, clicking  

their tongues in conversation, carrying their loads  

on their heads. Their husky voices, the wash pots  

and irons of the laundresses call to me. 

 

I thought not to do the work I once did, back bending  

and domestic; my schooling a gift--even those half days 

at picking time, listening to Miss J--. How  

I'd come to know words, the recitations I practiced  

to sound like her, lilting, my sentences curling up 

or trailing off at the ends. I read my books until 

I nearly broke their spines, and in the cotton field, 

I repeated whole sections I'd learned by heart, 

spelling each word in my head to make a picture 

I could see, as well as a weight I could feel 

in my mouth. So now, even as I write this 

and think of you at home, Goodbye 

 

is the waving map of your palm, is  

a stone on my tongue. 

T r e t h e w a y  P o e m s  
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Providence 

 

What's left is footage: the hours before 

       Camille, 1969—hurricane 

              parties, palm trees leaning 

in the wind, 

       fronds blown back, 

 

a woman's hair. Then after: 

       the vacant lots, 

       boats washed ashore, a swamp 

 

where graves had been. I recall 

 

how we huddled all night in our small house, 

       moving between rooms, 

              emptying pots filled with rain. 

 

The next day, our house— 

       on its cinderblocks—seemed to float 

 

       in the flooded yard: no foundation 

 

beneath us, nothing I could see 

       tying us  to the land. 

       In the water, our reflection 

                                trembled, 

disappeared 

when I bent to touch it. 

 

Poems reprinted under provision 107 of  

Copyright act from poets.org. 

 

Tretheway has agreed to be the honorary  

Chancellor of NFSPS, PPS’s parent organization. 

 

 



Chapter Contact Info 

 

Cadence Crafters:  Isobel Beaston, 610-361-8314 
 

Carlisle Poets:  Susan Vernon, snvernon@comcast.net, 717-422-5074 
 

Keysner  Poets: Marilyn Downing, 717-533-7097 

 

Gettysburg Poetry Society (GPS):  Linda Clark, 717-337-9093 
 

 

P P S  C O N T A C T S  

 

President: Richard Lake 

Immediate-past President: DeAnna Spurlock  

Vice President: Lynn Fetterolf 

Immediate-past Vice President: Janice Freytag  

Recording Secretary: Ann Gasser 

Corresponding Secretary: Janet Manwaring 

Treasurer: Nancy Kline  

Historian: Toni Carey 

Trustees: 

(2014)Catherine Hoffman, Susan Vernon 

(2016)Walter Brandenburg,   

Mark Starkweather 

 

(2017)Membership Committee: 

 Nancy Kline, Chair; Kara Valore,  

 Marilyn Downing,  

PPS Publicity Chair: Linda Clark 

Pegasus Contest Chair: Marilyn Downing  

Prize Poems: Ann Gasser 

Endowments & Audit: The Trustees 

The Sylvan Editor: April Line  

Bulk Mail: PPS Volunteers 

PPS Webmaster: Billy Pennington 

 

Mailing Addresses 

 

Richard Lake (PPS President) 

501 Second St. 

New Cumberland, PA 17070 

lakeeerie@yahoo.com 
 
Lynn Fetterolf (PPS Vice-President,  

PPS Contest Entry Receiver)  

492 Kreutz Creek Road  

York, PA 17406-8060 

717-757-3154 - poetrylynn@comcast.net 
 
Ann Gasser (Recording Secretary, Challenge 

Page Editor)  

801 Spruce St 

West Reading, PA 19611 

aubadeg@verizon.net 

 

Nancy Kline (PPS Treasurer) 

1040 Dogwood Drive, Box 125 

Cornwall, PA 17016 

 

Linda Clark (PPS Publicity Chair) 

   255 Herr's Ridge Road 

   Gettysburg, PA  17325-8084 

 

April Line (PPS Newsletter Editor,  

Criqtique Committee Chair) 

1164 High St. 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

april.line@gmail.com 

 

 

 

About Us 

 

     Founded in 1949, PPS, Inc. is a non-profit group of poets 

and aspiring poets, most of whom reside in PA, who are in-

volved in poetry at local, state, and national levels.  

     At the local level, active chapters hold monthly meetings 

and workshops, sponsor poetry readings and contests as well 

as print anthologies of members’ poems. Some members 

serve as contest judges and teach poetry writing in schools, 

colleges, retirement communities, etc. 

     At the state level, one can join PPS, Inc., either as a mem-

ber at large or as a member of a local chapter. All chapter 

members must be members of PPS, Inc.  

     A new chapter can be formed by five or more PPS members 

who have a slate of officers and by-laws compatible with those 

of PPS, Inc. 

     At the national level, the National Federation of State Poetry 

Societies (NFSPS) describes itself as "An educational and liter-

ary organization dedicated to the writing and appreciation of 

poetry in America." Its four-day annual conventions are held in 

a different state each year and offer workshops as well as in-

tellectual and creative intercourse among members of state 

poetry societies.    
     Contact Nancy Kline to become a member or join online by visit-

ing www.nfsps.com.  Click “State Links” and then “Pennsylvania” to 

access our site. 

Our Newsletter is Archived Online at www.nfsps.com/pa.   

 

If you miss an issue, please check online, and make sure 

your info is up-to-date with PPS by contacting Nancy Kline. 

Her contact info is to the left. 


